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once more he had to go to Warsaw—that time in connection with
the acceptance of the Treaty of Versailles. He was supported by
the Right, which continued to be inspired by Dmowski, who
remained in Paris. On April 15 the National Committee had
passed a resolution dissolving itself, but it continued as a com-
mittee of liquidation for four months longer. The Seym had been
convoked by Pilsudski to draw up a Constitution, but it was not
till May 3, the I28th anniversary of the historic Constitution of
1791, that a Government draft was laid before the Seym, which
on November 3 itself produced a new draft, but it lay on the
table for a long time.
AGRARIAN REFORM
In the Seym interest chiefly turned on the question of Agrarian
Reform. The Right, which included many landowners, was
opposed to any marked change, but the political power of the
peasantry, with its numerous deputies in the Seym, and the
support of the Left generally, was sufficiently strong to effect
the passing on July 10, 1919, of a drastic resolution for taking
estates from the large proprietors and handing them over for
parcellation among the peasants. Of the large proprietors there
were about 16,000, whereas two-thirds of the mass of the agri-
cultural population had less than five hectares, or 12-13 acres, to
each family, which was insufficient for its subsistence. The pro-
nounced discontent among the peasants, together with the possible
influence on them of Bolshevism, made a sweeping measure of
reform appear imperative. The main clause (carried by a majority
of one in a Seym of 360 members) of this resolution was the
limiting of the amount of land to be held by anybody to 60 hec-
tares (about 150 acres) and to 100 hectares (about 250 acres)
according to the situation of the property in industrial or purely
agricultural districts, except in the Kresy, where properties might
extend to 400 hectares (about 1,000 acres). The Seym recorded
its decision, and though no law was enacted till the following
year, the peasant agitation was stayed for a while. Unemployment
and unrest among the workers were mitigated to some extent by
steps taken by the Government to assist in restarting factories

